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every country in Europe. The Greeks came in for a
full share of Abbot's zeal, and several of them were
educated at Oxford at his expense. Anglo-Greek amity
reached its acme in the decade during which the ambas-
sadorial post at Constantinople was filled by Abbot's
friend Sir Thomas Roe, and the Patriarchal throne by the
great Cyril Lucaris.

Roe sang to people at home the praises of Cyril:
" The Patriarch of the Greek Church here is a man of
more learning and wit than hath possessed that place in
many years, and in religion a direct Calvinist; yet he
dares not shew it: but it were an easy work, upon any
alteration here, to settle that Church in a right way:
the ways of the Almighty are wonderful and secret/'
People at home responded in the same key : " I do not
doubt but that in opinion of religion he is, as we term him,
a pure Calvinist; and so the Jesuits in these parts do
brand him. I have therefore received from him divers
letters written in the old Greek, by which I do perceive
that there breatheth in him a soul as, on the one side,
full of piety and devotion; so, on the other side, full of
prudence and discretion. I had published his letters
to the whole world, but that peradventure it might have
caused him some blame for some free, but true, speeches
touching the place wherein you live. I do now write unto
him, and do desire that by you all good correspondence
between him and me may be continued." x

It was just then that the Jesuit plot for the utter sub-
version of the Greek Church came to a head. As was
to be expected, the English ambassador threw himself
into the very thick of it. Cyril took no step without
Roe's advice, and the two hunted and were hunted in

1 Roe to the Lord Keeper, April 29, 1622 ; Abbot to Roe,
Nov. 20, 1622 : Negotiations, pp. 36, 102.